
NOVEMBER 10, 2015 MINUTES 

6:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

City of Turlock Yosemite Room Turlock City Council 

156 S. Broadway, Turlock, California 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. A. CALL TO ORDER –Mayor Soiseth called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 
 PRESENT: Councilmembers Amy Bublak, Bill DeHart, Matthew Jacob, Steven Nascimento, 

and Mayor Soiseth. 
  ABSENT: None 

 

 B. SALUTE TO THE FLAG  
 
 

2. PROCLAMATIONS, PRESENTATIONS, RECOGNITIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & 

APPOINTMENTS:   
 

A. Mayor Soiseth presented a Proclamation to Turlock Associated Police Officers President 
Brandon Bertram in recognition of “Movember” Men’s Health Movement, November 
2015, supported by Turlock Police Department.  Mr. Bertram spoke regarding past and 
present fundraising efforts and thanked Council for their support.   
 

B. Mayor Soiseth recognized City employees Keith Humphres, Rob Winters, Dave Funk, 
Matt Ulrich, Joey Rodriguez, and Councilmember Bill DeHart, and all veterans in 
attendance at the meeting in recognition of their service to our country.  Mayor Soiseth 
presented a Proclamation honoring United States Veterans and Veterans Employed by 
the City of Turlock in recognition of Veterans Day, November 11, 2015.  
 
Commander Mike Seward of the Turlock VFW Post 5059, Commander Gunner Wardee 
Bruce of the American Legion Post 88, and Commander Andrew Majares of the Turlock 
Disabled American Veterans Chapter thanked the Council for the recognition and 
acknowledged the Council and Parks, Recreation & Public Facilities staff for the efforts 
put forth on behalf of veteran groups in regard to the cannon placement and dedication.  
Ken Whitehill of American Legion Post 88 provided information on an upcoming dinner 
that will be provided at no charge to veterans.   
 
Mayor Soiseth also stated the City will be participating in the Green Light Event program 
at various locations throughout Turlock. 
 

C. Mayor Soiseth introduced Municipal Services Director Michael Cooke who presented 
Water Saving Hero Award certificates to Turlock residents Milt Trieweiler and Zella Linn 
in recognition of their water saving efforts. 

 
D. Mayor Soiseth presented a Proclamation to City Manager Roy Wasden in recognition of 

his retirement and service to the City of Turlock.  Dana Ferreira, representative for 
Congressman Jeff Denham, presented Mr. Wasden with a Congressional Record that 
was read on House Floor on November 4, 2015 in recognition of his service.  In addition, 
League of California Cities Representative Stephen Qualls presented a plaque in 
recognition of his retirement, noted Mr. Wasden’s passion for Turlock and cities across 
California, and thanked him for his service.  City Manager Wasden thanked the Council 
for the recognition and reflected on his career and the great City staff and community 
members with whom he has enjoyed working.   
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3. A. SPECIAL BRIEFINGS:   

   

  1. CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY STANISLAUS 
   No report. 
 

  2. CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY STANISLAUS 
  Crime Prevention through Environmental Design Project by CSU Stanislaus Community 

Policing - Criminal Justice Class 

 
Ashley Connolly, Shelby Keefer and Sharif Sulieman presented information on their 
recent class project related to crime prevention through environmental design which 
focused on the Stanislaus County Library and Turlock Senior Citizens Center including 
their findings and recommendations for reduction of crime at those locations.  Findings 
included dark lighting, entrance viewing difficulties, bad lighting, campers, trash, and 
structural concerns that provide for sleeping areas, the ability to easily climb walls and 
hide.  Recommendations included increased lighting, alterations to the current 
landscaping, knocking down walls, repainting the restroom, adding an additional 
dumpster, and changing hours of operation.  Additional discussion included costs for 
recommended improvements, potential funding sources, a request for volunteers, and 
concerns for the safety of children.   

 
Mayor Soiseth commended the students for their work on this project.  

 
Mayor Soiseth asked for public comment.   

 
Turlock Library Branch Manager Diane Bartlett thanked the students for their efforts and 
spoke in favor of creating a friendly environment for all of our citizens.   

 
Turlock Senior Citizens Center President Gail Frost spoke regarding having no 
knowledge of a survey being available, concerns over vagrants, drug dealing, safety 
concerns, inappropriate behavior and vulgar graffiti.   

 
Police Chief Robert Jackson thanked the students for their efforts and noted that quality 
of life issues and violations of the law are taken very seriously. 

 
Joan Olstrand, Friends of the Library representative, spoke in favor of library activities 
and noted that children are safe at the library. 

 
Mayor Soiseth requested Police Chief Jackson and Parks, Recreation & Public Facilities 
Director Allison Van Guilder contact Ms. Frost for further discussion.   

 

  3. STANISLAUS COUNTY AG COMMISSION 
   Stanislaus County Ag Commissioner Milton O’Hare and California Department of Food 

and Agriculture representative David Pegos presented information on the Asian Citrus 
Psyllid infestation discovered within the city limits including the threat it poses to citrus 
plants, quarantine areas located in California, Huanglongbing disease and means of 
transmittal, potential impacts on the citrus crop, treatment notification procedure, and 
potential economic impacts.  Mr. Pegos praised Mayor Soiseth for his work in 
Afghanistan and noted the upcoming Farmer Veteran Coalition Conference at which 
Mayor Soiseth will be presenting.   
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  4. AD HOC SUB COMMITTEE FOR TREE MAINTENANCE/SIDEWALK REPAIR PROGRAMS  
   Councilmember DeHart provided an update on the activities of the Ad Hoc Sub 

Committee for Tree Maintenance/Sidewalk Repair Program including that a proposal will 
be presented at the December 8, 2015 Council meeting.   

 

 B. STAFF UPDATES 

 
 1. Policy Goals and Implementation Plan (Executive Staff) 

 
 City Manager Wasden and Mayor Soiseth noted that Administrative Services Director 

Kellie Jacobs-Hunter is close to completing the chart to track goals contained in the 
Policy Goals and Implementation Plan.   

 
2. City Clerk Kellie Weaver provided an update on Board, Commission, and Committee 

vacancies. 
   

3. Development Services Director Mike Pitcock provided an update on Capital Projects and 
Building Activity including the Council Chamber Upgrade project, North Turlock and 
Taylor Road Improvement project, Skate Park project, A Street Alley Paving project, 
annual Slurry Seal project, and East Main Street Waterline Replacement project. 

 

C. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   
 

Virginia Benyat spoke regarding an issue related to the need for a stop sign on her 
street, her discussion with Councilmember Jacob regarding the issue, praised City staff 
for the excellent job they are doing in Turlock, and the importance of encouraging one 
another.   
 
Turlock Library Branch Manager Diane Bartlett provided information on upcoming 
programs and activities at the Turlock Library including a program focusing on insurance 
coverage assistance through Covered California, an International Game Day celebration, 
Find the Grinch activities, Family Craft Day, and a story time with a special reading by 
Mayor Soiseth.  In addition, Ms. Bartlett commended the Friends of the Library who 
started a building fund for the library.  She also provided information about literacy 
support programs such as Early Literacy, Books in Home, Story Time, One Thousand 
Books Before Kindergarten, book clubs, the Teen Advisory Board, conversation groups, 
financial literacy and computer literacy.   
 
Stanislaus County District 2 Supervisor Vito Chiesa praised City Manager Wasden for his 
service to the City.  He also spoke regarding a potential transportation tax measure that 
would be used to improve local streets and roadways.  Mayor Soiseth noted that he sits 
on the StanCOG board and that he is happy to meet with constituents if they would like 
more information.   

 

 

4. A. MOTION WAIVING READING OF ALL ORDINANCES ON THE AGENDA  

 

 Action: Motion by Councilmember DeHart, seconded by Councilmember Jacob, to waive 
reading of all ordinances on the agenda, except by title.  Motion carried 5/0 by the 
following vote: 
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Councilmember 
DeHart 

Councilmember 
Nascimento 

Councilmember 
Bublak 

Councilmember 
Jacob 

Mayor 
Soiseth 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 

 B. DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND DISQUALIFICATIONS:  None 
 

 C. DISCLOSURE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS 

 
1. Scheduled Matter Item 7A is a quasi-judicial proceeding.  Council should disclose the 

following information if applicable 
 

  a. State for the public record the nature of the communication; and 
  b. With whom the ex parte communication was made; and 
  c. A brief statement as to the substance of the communication. 

 
   There were no disclosures of ex parte communication.  
 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 
 Mayor Soiseth noted the green sheet to Consent Calendar Item 5B2. 
  

 Action: Motion by Councilmember Nascimento, seconded by Councilmember DeHart, to 
adopt the consent calendar.  Motion carried 5/0 by the following vote: 

 
Councilmember 

DeHart 
Councilmember 

Nascimento 
Councilmember 

Bublak 
Councilmember 

Jacob 
Mayor 

Soiseth 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 

A. Resolution No. 2015-225  Accepting Demands of 10/15/15 in the amount of 
$1,083,754.40; Demands of 10/22/15 in the amount of $1,371,174.07  

B. Motion:  Accepting Minutes of Special Meeting of October 27, 2015; Minutes of Regular 
Meeting of October 27, 2015 

C. Motion:  Approving the advertisement for construction bids for City Project No. 12-60C, 
"Turlock Regional Transit Center Phase 2” 

D. Motion:  Accepting the Capital Facility Fee Program report for Fiscal Year 2014/15 

E. Resolution No. 2015-226  Approving a Transportation Development Act (TDA) claim for 
Non-Transit expenses for Fiscal Year 2015-16 in the amount of $384,251 and adjusting 
the Projected Local Transportation Revenue in Fund 216 to current StanCOG estimates 

F. Resolution No. 2015-227  Declaring the Intention to Order Annexation No. 23 to Existing 
Community Facilities District No. 2 (Services Mitigation) 

G. Resolution No. 2015-228  Finding that the City of Turlock has met the requirements of 
Senate Bill 5 (Flood Management) 

H. Resolution No. 2015-229  Approving an agreement in the amount of $42,399 with 
Warden’s Office of Modesto, California, for the purchase and installation of Haworth panel 
systems and accessories without compliance to the formal bid procedure, pursuant to City of 
Turlock Resolution No. 97-134, and having found that the criteria listed in Turlock Municipal 
Code, Title 2, Chapter 7, Section 08(b)(5) have been satisfied 
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I. Resolution No. 2015-230  Re-appropriating unexpended Fiscal Year 2014-15 funds 
from account number 506-00-000-213.51020 “Equipment Replacement” to Fiscal Year 
2015-16 account number 506-00-000-213.51020 “Equipment Replacement,” in the 
amount of $167,000, to provide for the acquisition of vehicles and subsequent vehicle 
equipment replacement that had not been fully realized by June 30, 2015 

J. Resolution No. 2015-231  Appropriating $4,692 to 242-00-000-206.51010 “Computer” 
from Fund 242 “Computer Replacement-City Manager” reserve balance for annual 
Microsoft licensing and the replacement of three (3) computer systems 

K. 1.  Motion:  Approving the Services Agreement between the City of Turlock and New 
World Systems for payroll software support 

 2.  Resolution No. 2015-232  Appropriating $7,600 to 240-00-000-200.51005_002 
“Communications Financial Software” from Fund 240 “Small Equipment Replacement-
General Administration” reserve balance for software support in making processing 
changes to the New World Systems payroll module 

L. Resolution No. 2015-233  Approving modifications to the job description for the position 
of Staff Services Assistant, effective November 10, 2015, to include payroll preparation 
as an essential function of the position 

M. Motion:  Rejecting Claim for Damages filed by Joe Cerqueira 
 

 

6. FINAL READINGS:   
 

  A. Ordinance No. 1216-CS, Amending the Zoning Map of the City of Turlock, California, 
attached to Title 9 of the Turlock Municipal Code [Rezone 2015-02, Planned Development 
No. 273 (Turlock Walnut Company Expansion)] as Introduced on October 27, 2015 was 
passed and adopted 5/0 by the following vote: 

 
Councilmember 

DeHart 
Councilmember 

Nascimento 
Councilmember 

Bublak 
Councilmember 

Jacob 
Mayor 

Soiseth 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 

Resolution No. 2015-234  Establishing Conditions of Approval for Planned Development 
No. 273 (PD-273) – Turlock Walnut Company Expansion was introduced by Councilmember 
Jacob, seconded by Councilmember DeHart, and carried 5/0 by the following vote: 

 
Councilmember 

DeHart 
Councilmember 

Nascimento 
Councilmember 

Bublak 
Councilmember 

Jacob 
Mayor 

Soiseth 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 

 

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

A.  Fire Marshal Mark Gomez presented the staff report on the request for approval 
establishing a lien for payment for the abatement of certain weeds, obnoxious growth 
and other debris on property and abandoned vehicles that are a nuisance to the public.   

  
Mayor Soiseth noted a green sheet to this item.   

  
  Mayor Soiseth opened the public hearing.  No one spoke.  Mayor Soiseth closed the 

public hearing.  
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Action: Resolution No. 2015-235  Assessing properties for abatement costs and 
establishing a lien for payment was introduced by Councilmember 
Nascimento, seconded by Councilmember DeHart, and carried 5/0 by the 
following vote: 

 
Councilmember 

DeHart 
Councilmember 

Nascimento 
Councilmember 

Bublak 
Councilmember 

Jacob 
Mayor 

Soiseth 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
 

8. SCHEDULED MATTERS:  

 
A. Parks, Recreation & Public Facilities Director Allison Van Guilder presented the staff 

report on the request to approve the amended Parks, Recreation and Public Facility 
Department’s part-time employee wage scale for Fiscal Year 2015-16, effective January 
1, 2016.   

 
 Mayor Soiseth asked for public comment.  No one spoke.  Mayor Soiseth closed public 

comment.   
 

Action: Resolution No. 2015-236  Approving the amended Parks, Recreation and 
Public Facility Department’s part-time employee wage scale for Fiscal Year 
2015-16, effective January 1, 2016 was introduced by Councilmember 
Jacob, seconded by Councilmember Bublak, and carried 5/0 by the following 
vote: 

 
Councilmember 

DeHart 
Councilmember 

Nascimento 
Councilmember 

Bublak 
Councilmember 

Jacob 
Mayor 

Soiseth 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
B. Mayor Soiseth noted that the request to authorize dedicated supplemental overtime, for 

three (3) firefighter positions, for a six (6) month time-period beginning January 1, 2016 
through June 30, 2016 and for Fiscal Year 2016-17 would be removed from the agenda 
to be brought forward at a future meeting. 

 
City Manager Wasden explained that the City was unsuccessful in obtaining the SAFER 
grant funding and noted his recommendation to hire personnel rather than authorizing 
dedicated supplemental overtime.  

 
C. Police Chief/Interim Fire Chief Robert Jackson presented the staff report on the request 

to approve an agreement with the State of California for the temporary transfer of 
vehicular equipment covering the assignment of a California Office of Emergency 
Services (Cal OES), Type I Fire Engine, to the City of Turlock Fire Department.   
 
Mayor Soiseth noted a green sheet to the item.   
 
Police Chief Jackson introduced Captain Dave Bickle who also provided information 
relative to the request.   
 
Council discussion included staffing and the ability to terminate the agreement in the 
future if it is determined acceptance of the vehicle is not in the best interest of the City.   
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 Mayor Soiseth asked for public comment.   
 
 Ken Whitehill inquired as to the capabilities of the new engine in relation to fighting 

tanker car fires and if Turlock Fire Department has any foam trucks.   
 

Mayor Soiseth closed public comment.   
 

Action:  Resolution No. 2015-237  Approving an agreement with the State of 
California for the temporary transfer of vehicular equipment covering the 
assignment of a California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), Type I 
Fire Engine, to the City of Turlock Fire Department was introduced by 
Councilmember Bublak, seconded by Councilmember Jacob, and carried 5/0 
by the following vote: 

 
Councilmember 

DeHart 
Councilmember 

Nascimento 
Councilmember 

Bublak 
Councilmember 

Jacob 
Mayor 

Soiseth 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
D. Administrative Services Director Kellie Jacobs-Hunter presented the staff report on the 

request to authorize the creation of a five (5) member review panel for City Manager 
recruitment and appoint the Mayor and interim City Manager as co-chairs of the panel.   

 
 Mayor Soiseth asked for public comment.  No one spoke.  Mayor Soiseth closed public 

comment.   
 

Action: Motion by Councilmember Bublak, seconded by Councilmember Jacob, 
Authorizing the creation of a five (5) member review panel for City Manager 
recruitment and appointing the Mayor and interim City Manager as co-chairs 
of the panel.  Motion carried 5/0 by the following vote: 

 
Councilmember 

DeHart 
Councilmember 

Nascimento 
Councilmember 

Bublak 
Councilmember 

Jacob 
Mayor 

Soiseth 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
E. Administrative Services Director Kellie Jacobs-Hunter presented the staff report on the 

request to appropriate an additional $400,000 to account number 511-10-
151.35017_001 “Self Insurance Transfer Medical/Dental” to be funded from the City’s 
various operating budgets to augment the 2014-15 budget for Fund 511 “Health Care” 
due to net claims expenses in excess of budgeted revenue.   

  
 City Manager Wasden noted the need to closely monitor health care costs and the 

positive benefits that should result from the implementation of the SEITY Wellness 
Program.  
 
Mayor Soiseth asked for public comment.  No one spoke.  Mayor Soiseth closed public 
comment.   
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Action: Resolution No. 2015-238  Appropriating an additional $400,000 to account 
number 511-10-151.35017_001 “Self Insurance Transfer Medical/Dental” to 
be funded from the City’s various operating budgets to augment the 2014-15 
budget for Fund 511 “Health Care” due to net claims expenses in excess of 
budgeted revenue was introduced by Councilmember Jacob, seconded by 
Councilmember DeHart, and carried 5/0 by the following vote: 

 
Councilmember 

DeHart 
Councilmember 

Nascimento 
Councilmember 

Bublak 
Councilmember 

Jacob 
Mayor 

Soiseth 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
 

9. COUNCIL ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION:  None 
 
 

10. COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 

Mayor Soiseth commented that he would be traveling to southern California with Stanislaus County 
District 2 Supervisor Vito Chiesa to attend Focus on the Future 2015 to look at self-help counties 
and the benefits of passing a regional, countywide tax initiative for transportation.  Mayor Soiseth 
noted he would then leave for Sacramento to participate in the Farmer Veteran Coalition 
Conference in Sacramento to speak about his time in Afghanistan and his farming in California.   

 
 

11. CLOSED SESSION:    
 
City Attorney Phaedra Norton introduced the Closed Session Items. 
 
Public Employee Appointment, Cal. Gov’t Code §54957(b) (1) 
“Subject to paragraph (2), this chapter shall not be construed to prevent the legislative body of a 
local agency from holding closed sessions during a regular or special meeting to consider the 
appointment, employment, evaluation of performance, discipline, or dismissal of a public 
employee or to hear complaints or charges brought against the employee by another person or 
employee unless the employee requests a public session.” 

  Title:  Interim City Manager 
 

Action: City Attorney Phaedra Norton reported that the City Council 
unanimously appointed Michael Cooke to serve as the Interim 
City Manager for the City of Turlock.   

 
Conference with Labor Negotiators, Cal. Gov’t Code §54957.6 
“Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a legislative body of a local agency may hold closed sessions with the 
local agency's designated representatives regarding the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form 
of fringe benefits of its represented and unrepresented employees, and, for represented employees, any other 
matter within the statutorily provided scope of representation.” 

  Agency Negotiator:  Mayor Gary Soiseth 
  Unrepresented Employees:  Interim City Manager 
 

Action: Upon the announcement of the appointment of Michael Cooke to fill the role of 
Interim City Manager and subsequent declination by Mr. Cooke to receive the 5% 
salary increase authorized by City Council, Council approved Mr. Cooke’s declination 
3/2 by the following vote: 
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Councilmember 

DeHart 
Councilmember 

Nascimento 
Councilmember 

Bublak 
Councilmember 

Jacob 
Mayor 

Soiseth 

Yes Yes No No Yes 

 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT:   
 
Motion by Councilmember Bublak, seconded by Councilmember Nascimento, to adjourn at 8:16 
p.m.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
 RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 
 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Kellie E. Weaver 

City Clerk 


