
SEPTEMBER 11, 2012 MINUTES 

4:30 p.m. Special Meeting 

City of Turlock Yosemite Room  

156 S. Broadway, Turlock, California  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER - Mayor Lazar called the meeting to order at 4:34 p.m. 
PRESENT: Councilmembers Amy Bublak (arrived at approximately 4:45 p.m.), Bill DeHart, Mary 

Jackson, Forrest White, and Mayor John S. Lazar. 
ABSENT: None 

 

 

2. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   
 
 Each of the following comments under Public Participation is in reference to Public Hearing Item 

5A – General Plan Amendment 2012-03 and Citywide Rezone 2012-03 (Turlock General Plan 
Update). 

 
 Gene Wilson, representing the California Clean Energy Committee, spoke regarding the 

increase of vehicle miles traveled and the implications to families, the City, and the environment 
over the lifetime of the plan.   

 
 Milton Trieweiler spoke in favor of Alternative B, saving farmland, and the City of Turlock’s 

future.  
 
 Richard Mowery spoke on behalf of Sau Yeung, Jonathan Porter, and Diana Porter-Suckow 

against Alternative B, concerns about transparency by the Planning Commission, and in favor of 
Alternative A.   

 
 Bob Endsley spoke regarding climate change, saving water, and increasing productivity in the 

valley. 
 
 Jessie Orosco spoke in favor of growing in the southwest area and limiting growth.   
 
 Juan Orosco spoke in favor of preserving agricultural land and limiting growth.  
 
 April Premo spoke in favor stopping growth and developing a plan for the City of Turlock to 

interface with agriculture.   
 

 

3. DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND DISQUALIFICATIONS:  None 

 

 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR:  None 

 

 

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

A. GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT 2012-03 AND CITYWIDE REZONE 2012-03 

(TURLOCK GENERAL PLAN UPDATE) 
 
Planning Manager Debbie Whitmore presented the staff report on a comprehensive update 
to the City’s General Plan and citywide rezone affecting multiple properties within the City of 
Turlock. The proposed General Plan will guide future development of the City and result in 
the growth of the City to a cumulative population of around 127,000. The City of Turlock last 
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comprehensively updated its General Plan in 1992, with a major amendment completed in 
2003.  Ms. Whitmore introduced Consulting Attorney Rick Jarvis, and Leslie Gould and 
Sophie Martin of Dyett & Bhatia.   
 
Ms. Gould and Ms. Martin presented information regarding the General Plan, including the 
following themes:  1) Agriculture & Growth Management, 2) Variety of Housing Types, 3) 
Business Attraction and Jobs, 4) Improve Circulation System, 5) Sustainable Development, 
6) Infill and Revitalization, 7) New Master Plan Areas, 8) Recreation and Culture, and the 
Final Environmental Impact Report, including significant unavoidable impacts/mitigation 
measures and alternatives to the proposed plan.   
 
Council discussion included costs associated with countywide agriculture mitigation, high 
speed rail considerations, annexations procedures and considerations, LAFCO 
considerations and future amendments to general plan, growth projections, industrial vs. 
residential growth, and infill development.  
 

Mayor Lazar recessed the meeting at 5:55 p.m. 
 
Mayor Lazar reconvened the meeting at 6:03 p.m. 

 
Mayor Lazar asked for additional public comment.   
 
City Attorney Phaedra Norton clarified that comments made during the meeting would be 
included as part of the administrative record for the General Plan Update.   
 
Don Jeffries, Marie Roberson, and Ken Whitehill spoke against approval of the plan for 
reasons including smart growth plans and sustainable growth requirements being a part of 
“Agenda 21”.  Mr. Jeffries and Ms. Roberson spoke in favor of opting out of mandated 
sustainable growth requirements. 
 
Jessie Orosco inquired about costs of the proposed interchange and the need for growth.   
 
Richard Mowery spoke regarding allowable alternatives presented on the agenda.   
 
Steven Nascimento spoke in favor of the Council taking a strong stand and sharing the 
vision of the Planning Commission and community for no growth west of Highway 99.   
 
Mayor Lazar closed the public hearing.  
 
Additional Council and staff discussion included the Lander interchange, timelines for the 
70% residential build out, county islands being included in population growth estimates, 
potential annexation processes and agreements between the City and Stanislaus County, 
and residential vs. industrial growth west of the freeway.   
 

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: 

 

Action: Resolution No. 2012-156  Certifying the Final Environmental Impact 
Report for the New General Plan for the City of Turlock (GPA 2012-03), as 
required by the California Environmental Quality Act was introduced by 
Councilmember DeHart, seconded by Councilmember Jackson, and 
carried unanimously.   
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GENERAL PLAN DOCUMENT:  
 

ALTERNATIVE A: ADOPTING THE PREFERRED LAND USE PLAN AS DESCRIBED IN THE 
PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT GENERAL PLAN AND ERRATA 

 
A resolution adopting a New General Plan for the City of Turlock (GPA 2012-
03) with the Preferred Land Use Diagram described in the Public Review 
Draft General Plan and Errata was introduced by Councilmember Bublak, 
and failed due to lack of a second.   
 

 
ALTERNATIVE B: ADOPTING TURLOCK GENERAL PLAN ALTERNATIVE 1 WITH THE 
ADDITION OF A POLICY REQUIRING 70% OF THE BUILDING PERMITS TO BE ISSUED FOR 
NORTHEAST TURLOCK MASTER PLAN, EAST TUOLUMNE MASTER PLAN, AND SOUTHEAST 
MASTER PLAN 1, CUMULATIVELY, BEFORE INITIATING SOUTHEAST MASTER PLAN 2 
 

Action: Motion by Councilmember Jackson, seconded by Councilmember Dehart, 
Directing staff to revise the Findings of Fact for Alternative B and continuing 
this item, with revisions, to the September 25, 2012 meeting for the adoption 
of a new General Plan.  Motion carried with Councilmember Bublak 
dissenting. 

 
Planning Manager Debbie Whitmore reminded those in attendance that as a result of the action 
taken at tonight’s meeting, this matter will be continued to the next regular meeting of the 
Turlock City Council to be held September 25, 2012, at 7:00 p.m., at which time the Council will 
consider adoption of the Findings of Fact, Statement of Overriding Considerations, new General 
Plan, and Rezone 2012-03.   

 

 

6. CLOSED SESSION: 

 
Alex Cantatore spoke regarding the Closed Session Item regarding 301 Starr Avenue, related to 
the Haven Women’s Center, and asked that no action be taken on this item until additional 
outreach has been conducted.   
 
City Attorney Phaedra Norton explained that neither of the Closed Session items would be heard 
during the meeting.   

 
 Conference with Real Property Negotiators, Cal. Gov’t Code §54956.8 
  Property:  301 Starr Ave., Turlock, APN 042-022-083-000 

Agency Negotiators:  Roy Wasden 
  Negotiating Parties:  Havens Women’s Center 

Under Negotiation:  Price and Terms of Payment 

 

 Action: None.  Item not considered.   
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 Conference with Labor Negotiators, Cal. Gov’t Code §54957.6 
Agency Negotiators:  Roy W. Wasden/Phil Lancaster 
Employee Organization:  Turlock Associated Police Officers 
Employee Organization:  Turlock City Employee Association 
Employee Organization:  Turlock Firefighters Association. Local 2434 
Employee Organization:  Turlock Management Association-Public Safety 
Unrepresented Employees:  Accountant, Sr., Assistant to the City Manager for Economic 
Development/Redevelopment, Community Housing Services Manager, Deputy Development 
Services Director/Planning, Development Services Director/City Engineer, Development Services 
Supervisor/City Surveyor, Executive Assistant to the City Manager/City Clerk, Finance Customer 
Service Supervisor, Fire Chief, Human Resources Manager, Human Resources Technician, 
Legal Assistant, Municipal Services Director, Payroll Coordinator, Principal Civil Engineer, Public 
Facilities Maintenance Manager, Regulatory Affairs Manager, Secretary/Deputy City Clerk, 
Executive Administrative Assistant/Public Safety, Technical Services Manager, 
Traffic/Transportation Engineering Supervisor, Utilities Manager, Water Quality Control Division 
Manager 

 

 Action: None.  Item not considered. 

 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT: 

 
Mayor Lazar adjourned the meeting at approximately 6:44 p.m. 

 
 
 RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 
 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Kellie E. Weaver 

City Clerk 


